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 include readily accessible information.  The rules 
are vague and the handbook difficult to 
understand and work. How many of you realize 
that the coding and billing rules for “straight 
Medicaid” are completely different from Medicaid 
HMO’s?  Same clients, different rules.  Now you 
are really confused, aren’t you? 

If you are as concerned as I am about the 
disparities in health care for Medicaid recipients, 
the lack of available and qualified clinicians, 
confusion surrounding the entire Medicaid process, 
and lack of training for private practitioners, then 
please respond with your comments to this article.  
If you, as a private practitioner, would like to add 

income to your practice by accepting Medicaid 
clients but are afraid to, I’d love to hear why and 
about your experiences, concerns, frustrations, 
and dilemmas with the Medicaid system. 

As social workers, we are called to advocate for 
those who cannot speak for themselves, for the 
disadvantaged of our society.  We have a duty to 
seek legislation to improve the system for clients 
and clinicians alike.  Please, respond to this article 
with your feedback so we can take a positive step 
forward to resolving this issue. 

Please send your comments and replies to Lorraine 
Mitchell at drlorrie@gmail.com. 

A DISCUSSION ON MEDICAID 
 

A PRACTICE ARTICLE FROM:  LORRAINE A. MITCHELL, PhD, LCSW 

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION: Please submit ALL of the following information; incomplete proposals will not be 

reviewed. Topics should pertain to social work practice with an emphasis on trauma care and should be aimed at 
enhancing the practitioner’s knowledge and skills in working with populations experiencing trauma in their lives. 

Proposed workshops should be 3 hours in length. 
 

 I.   General Information: 
  - Proposed title of workshop 

   - Presenter contact information (if more than one, please designate a lead presenter for primary contact) 
  - Special notes or considerations about the delivery of your presentation (room setup requests, A/V needs, etc.) 
 II.   Proposal Abstract: 

  -  Paragraph description (50 words or less) describing the topic and content of the presentation.  This  
    will be printed as the workshop description in the conference brochure. 

  -  Learning objectives (at least one learning objective for each hour of continuing education credit) 
  -  Basic outline of course content for review 
 III.   Background Information: 

  -  Brief biography (100 words or less) of EACH presenter, to be read as an introduction to the workshop 
  - Resume or CV of EACH presenter (include any expertise specific to the  proposed topic) 
 

The deadline for submissions is February 15, 2012.   
 

To submit your proposal, e-mail to naswfl@naswfl.org (preferred), fax to (850) 561-6279, or mail to NASW-FL 

Trauma Practice Conference, 1931 Dellwood Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32303.   
 

If you have any questions, contact Anne Kelly, CAE, CMP, at anne@naswfl.org or 1-800-352-6279. 

Trauma Practice Conference 

The National Association of Social Workers, Florida Chapter, in partnership with the University of South 
Florida, School of Social Work, are requesting proposals for presentation at their upcoming Trauma Practice 
Conference, being held April 27–28, 2012, in Tampa. 


