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Goals for Today’s
Presentations

To understand your role
in the legislative process
To acquire familiarity with
the legislature and the
current legislative
environment in Florida

To learn tips and
techniques for making
your Lobby Day visit more
effective

Today’s Agenda

Social Workers and
Social/Political Action

Basics of Florida
Government

The Legislative Process
The Issues

Advocacy Tools and Tips
Questions & Answers







Why should
social workers
be involved?

¢ Person in Environment
* Value of Social Justice
e Code of Ethics

NASW Code of
Ethics (6.04)

Social workers should:

Expand choice and opportunity
for all people;

Promote respect for cultural and
social diversity;

Engage in social and political
action that seeks equal access
for all people;

Be aware of the impact of the
political arena on practice;
Advocate for changes in policy
and legislation to improve social
conditions;

NASW Code of
Ethics (6.04)

Social workers should:

Promote policies that safeguard
the rights of and confirm equity
and social justice for all people;
Act to prevent discrimination on
the basis of race, ethnicity,
national origin, color, gender,
sexual orientation, age,
immigration status, marital status,
political belief, religion, or mental
or physical disability.
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HOW A BILL BECOMES LAW

How Can WE Affect
This Process?

» Write a bill

» Speak during a committee
meeting

» Write your legislator a letter
or e-mail

» Schedule a face-to-face
meeting with your legislator

« Make a phone call to your
legislator

» Educate others about the bill
and encourage them to
speak out as well




Why Will Legislators
Listen to You?

* You are a constituent from their
district.

* You have good reliable
information. They are not
experts in your field--you are.

* You are representative of a
group they want support from.

* Your comments are
representative of a broad based
cross-section of people.

* You are personally affected by
the issue.

Remember

* Legislators are generalists,
they see approximately
2000 bills a year

« Be a source of knowledge
for them

* |t takes 50 to 60 separate
contacts with a legislator to
make an impact

« If you don’t know something,
say so, and then get back to
them with the information.

Legislative FAQ

When does the regular Ieg|slat|ve
session begin and end?

* The regular legislative session
starts on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in March for a period
not to exceed 60 days.

How can I tell the difference
between a House and a Senate
bill?

* House bills receive odd numbers
(14,3,5, ...)and are Breﬁxed by
"H" o "HB" Senate bills receive
even numbers (2, 4,6, ..)and are
prefixed by "S" or "SB
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Most Important Tip!

THANK YOu!!

Please thank the
legislators and
their staff for their
time.

After the Meeting

 Follow-up thank you letter
« Opportunity for following:
— Brief recap of your

position/issue and request.

— Additional points you had
no time for or forgot to say
at meeting.

— Answers to questions that
came up at meeting.

— Additional fact sheets,
stats, etc.

Before Lobby Day

Call your legislator and set up an
appointment. You'll probably be
speaking with an aide or assistant.
“l would like to make an
appointment with Representative
(or Senator) to talk about (NASW
priority issues or other pertinent
issues). We will bring information
about this topic”.

“l am a constituent, and a student
at. | will be there as part of Social
Work Lobby Day.”

Thank you very much, we will see
you then.
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Web Resources

« Florida Legislature Web Address
http://www.leg.state.fl.us
« Florida Senate Web Address
http://www.flsenate.gov
* Florida House of Representatives Web Address
http://www.myfloridahouse.qov/
« Florida Governor’s Office Web address
http://www.flgov.com/
e The U.S. Library of Congress Federal Legislation
http://thomas.loc.qov/
« CAPWIZ by NASW- MegaVote:
Emails Congressional Votes Weekly
http://capwiz.com/socialworkers/megavote/
* NASW- National
http://www.socialworkers.org/
¢ NASW- Florida
http://www.naswfl.org/
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